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foundly influence conditions on the plain. The first is
the river of Karma, the second Ahimsa, and the third
Pantheism.1 Some would call the last polytheism, since,
it is split into innumerable channels each dedicated to
a different god. Apart from the influence of these three
streams, we may say that the Hindu peasant's religion
has been moulded entirely by his surroundings, and to
such effect that it has been observed that 'a Hindu eats
religiously, drinks religiously, bathes religiously, and
sins religiously'.2 In other words, in Hinduism, reli-
gion and economics are fused into one, and the result -
is a way of life distinct from every other way of life in
the world. In this fusion, so far as the peasant is'con-
cerned, the most important element is economics, and
we may say that three-fourths of his religion derives not
from God with a capital G but from nature with a very
big N. In his Asiatic Studies Lyall observes that nearly
all Hindu practices that have obtained the sanction of
religion 'are really founded upon some material interest';
and he adds that a natural religion merely reflects and
records mankind's lot upon earth.3

Supersti- In western Europe, a kindly, if fickle, nature has to
titms a great extent been subdued to the purposes of man;
but in India, nature is a goddess of overwhelming power
and incalculable caprice, in whose hands the peasant
unaided is as completely powerless as a subject in the
hands of a pitiless despot. But, as a despot may be
humoured, so may a goddess be placated. Hence the
birth of innumerable rites and superstitions, which are
a feature of all natural religions and from which few of
us are entirely free. According to Lyall, these supersti-

1 According to the doctrine of Karma, a person's lot is entirely governed
by his actions in this and in previous existences. The doctrine of Ahimsa
forbids taking the life of any living creature.   *It has given a definite bias
to the history of the country for the last 3,000 years and over, and it has
not ceased to be a living force in the lives of India's millions even to-day*
(Mr. Gandhi in Yoimg India, dated 2ist March 1929).
* Quoted by Dean Inge, Outspoken Essays (2nd Series), 1925, p. 68.
3 Asiatic Studies, 1899, i. 87.